                           If You Believe In God You Don't Belong In Prison

This essay is written to the young man sitting at home holding a gun in his hand contemplating an act of violence. 

          If you believe in God you should put the gun down and reconsider your position.  

You should walk into the bathroom and ask yourself these four questions: 

Do I belong in prison?  

Do I want to spend the rest of my life in prison? 

Does my mother want me to spend the rest of my life in prison?

Is there anything else I can be doing besides holding this gun in my hands? 

If you answer yourself with an affirming statement then you should leave the gun where it lay and come join the rest of society and face the day. 

If you do not answer yourself in the affirmative, then you have made the decision that there is no God and what you desire should control your conduct 

Conversely you have made the decision that there is a God but at the present time you choose not to follow him or that there is a God but you prefer to support the Devil in his mission.  

In either case the decision you need to make is as simple as that. 

        We make this statement because a Christian does not belong in prison.  If a Christian lands in prison either the jury made a mistake or the Christian forgot who he or she was and committed an act against man and God.  If you believe in God then you do not belong in prison, you belong outside in society working toward a better world.  Anyone can go to prison.  It does not take a rocket scientist to be a prisoner.  All it takes is a moment of indecision or a moment of impulsiveness and off you go into an arena where you may not survive.  When you do not follow God your conduct is saying there is no hope.  When you do not follow God you conduct is saying nothing is going to change.  When you do not follow God your conduct is saying I do not believe in God's promises.  So before you make a decision to use that gun maybe you need to take some instructions from a minister and learn of God's promises before you decide to follow a path of no return.  Also you need to go to the library and read the life stories of men who resisted picking up a gun just to survive.  There are thousands and thousands of men who get up every morning and go to work as dishwashers, garbage collectors, factory workers, window washers, street cleaners etc. they face their day with courage and faith to provide for themselves and their families.  They do not pick up a gun in anger and use rejection as an excuse to kill.  

          If you believe there is a God, then you cannot knowingly pick up a gun and commit an act of violence.  Either there is a God or there is not a God.  If you believe there is a God, then you must follow Him.  If you do not believe there is a God then fare ye well.  But it would behoove you to consider your options carefully.  It would be smart of you to err on the side of caution and accept the possibility that there is a God and lay down the gun rather than take a chance and end up in Hell.   

        To date there are approximately 2 million men in prison, on probation, on parole, or in jail in the United State.  Also there are approximately 3,000 men on death row.    If you pick up that gun and use it, then you will be just another man among 2 million men going to prison to spend the rest of their lives.  How significant do you think your life will be among 2 million other men?   Think about it.  How significant do you think the lives of Mr. Jon Siesling, Mr. Robert Foster, Mr. James Castle, Mr. Randall Abbott and Mr. Paul Bernard are, now that they have been convicted of murder?  How important is Mr. Ronald Brown now that he has been convicted?  June 7, 2005 Ronald Brown, 42, was convicted in the murder of Deva White, age 7.  He picked up a gun and fired it.  He changed the destiny of is life.  Mr. Brown was found guilty of first-degree murder in the state of Michigan.  His sentence is automatic.  He will now spend the rest of his life in prison.  The courts will never review his sentence, nor does he stand a chance of having his sentence commuted by the governor.   All that is left to his life are days in prison.  His conviction was a foregone conclusion, he murdered a child and there were witnesses against him.  There are hundreds of men in jail awaiting trial who will soon follow him.   When you pick up a gun and use that gun in an act of violence you will end up in prison.   In 1979 Vadah L. Warner was murdered in her home in Flint, Michigan.   June 11, 2005 the court ordered Ronnie L. Bullock, 45, to stand trial for her murder.  Do you think Mr. Bullock wants to go to prison at his age for a crime he may have committed when he was 19-years old?   In 1975 Regina Marie Reynolds was raped and murdered in central New York.  April 20, 2004 Mr. Donald M. Sigsbee age 68 was sentenced to 25 years to life for her murder.  Do you think Mr. Sigsbee wants to go to prison at the age of 68 for a crime he committed 29 years ago?  In 1979 Sylvia Durante, 25, was raped and murdered in Washington.  For twenty-five years she lay dead and her case unsolved.  In February 2, 2005 the wait was over.  Mr. William Bergen Greene, 49, was found guilty of murder. What makes this decision unique is that Mr. Greene was an inmate in prison when he was charged with this murder but he had hope.  He was in prison only for three counts of rape and under a law that might be overturned in the future.  Prison inmates always sit in prison waiting for new rulings from the United States Supreme Court.  In Mr. Greene's case do you think he wants to return to prison now under a conviction of murder?  This conviction removes all hope.  He shall never walk the streets again as a free man.  The answer to these questions is a resounding no.  Nevertheless, when a person is found guilty of committing an act of violence against another person the state has the power to order a man or woman to spend the rest of their lives in prison.   You do not want to find yourself in the position of either of these men.  How important will the lives of Messieurs TaJuan M. William, 30, Terrell Anthony Bird, 24, Ronald Drolshagen, 41, or Mr. Anthony DeLeon, be if these men are convicted of murder?  All of these men are charged with murder.  They will be tried in 2006.  Just out of curiosity why not check in 2006 and see how these men fared in their trials, especially since you are a betting man.   
            The reason why we know how many men are in prison in the United States is because we researched the number.  We went looking for certain men to see if they were still in prison and our research led us to find out how many men were in our prisons.  Some of the men we went looking for we could not find in prison.  We looked everywhere for them.  We reviewed the trial information and verified their names and ages.  We knew they were convicted and we knew their sentence was life in prison without parole or their sentence was life with parole after 30 or 40 years.  Still we could not find these men in prison.  Finally a light bulb went off in our heads and we realized what the problem was.  The men had been incarcerated but rather than serve their sentence the men committed suicide.  These men decided suicide was a better alternative to incarceration.  So now we introduced a fifth question to you while you are holding that gun, Do you think once you enter prison you have the guts to commit suicide once you decide you can no longer tolerate prison?  We found something else peculiar when we went looking for certain men in prison.  Some of the men were removed from prison and sent to mental institutions because they deteriorated into nothingness.  Our research also revealed that medical care in prisons is not top notch.  There are thousands of men suffering with chronic diseases in prison and many are dying of cancer, and they receive minimal if any drug treatment for pain.  Some men die strapped to a gurney screaming in pain and later their bodies leave prison in a box.  By the way one of the men who died in prison strapped to a gurney was an innocent man.  He died on death row.  This man believed in God he held out hope until his death.  He knew he was going to die but he wanted to be exonerated before his death.  
           So if you decide you believe in God and you are a Christian and find yourself in prison let it be because you are an innocent man like Mr. Nicholas Yarris, Derrick Flewellen, 31, Omar Saunders, Larry Ollins, Calvin Ollins, and Marcellius Bradford not because you picked up a gun to commit an act of violence.    There has always been Christians in prison, the most famous being the Lord’s servant Paul.  Paul was not guilty when he was incarcerated in Rome.  He was innocent and was held unlawfully because his imprisonment served to exalt the power of Rome.  What you need to do is put down the gun, change friends, go wash you face and hands, comb your hair, change your clothes, and go get a job and start yourself on the road toward the light, not darkness.  After you earn your first three or four pay checks move from the area you are living, purchase a car and find a college that will accept you.  If this solution does not work for you then you should join the armed forces.  There is always a way out.  
          This is one of God’s promises.  God says if you follow me I will always show you a way out.  Anyone can go to prison but it takes a man to live a life of self-determination with no regrets.  Throughout the Bible God makes certain promises to man, he makes these promises unequivocally and most assuredly.  God states I will never go back on my word.  Therefore, if you are a Christian and you believe there is a God and you believe in His promises then you will rely on Him and you will not have a need for a gun except in the defense of your country, not in the ignorant pursuit of a gang member or a means to buy groceries.  There was a young man living in Michigan.  He picked up a gun.  He had no money.  He decided to rob a woman.  He met the woman along her path home.  He pulled the gun and told the woman to give him all her money.  This she did but something went wrong and the woman was shot.  Upon returning home the young man went into his garage and fired his gun for the second and last time.  He committed suicide.  Why?  Because the woman he robbed and shot was a nun.  There was another young man living in Michigan.  He decided he needed money for the July 4th Holiday weekend.  He and two of his friends decided that this particular weekend would be a great time to rob a bank.  The bank would be loaded with money.  The three men entered the bank brandishing their weapons demanding money.  During this display one of the guns was fired accidentally.  When the three young men left the bank without the money, a woman lay dying.  Before the day was out, the young man who decided it would be smart to pick up a gun to rob a bank turned himself in to the Detroit police.  Do you want to know why?  The woman that lay dying in the bank was his 82 year old neighbor.  It was a woman he had known all of his life.  Not on his worse day would he have knowingly killed this woman.  One thing you must realize when you pick up a gun.  You are making a wager with yourself and destiny.  You are wagering that the action you take will result in a satisfactory conclusion for yourself.  You are wagering that you will be successful in your endeavor.  What you do not realize in any venture there is always the intervening variable, that situation that cannot be foreseen or planned for or calculated against.  So unless you have been educated in one of our nation’s finest universities it would be advisable to put down the gun and find another solution to your problem.  
           Consider this, logically the only two decisions you have to make right now while you are holding the gun in your hand are; Are you willing to spend the rest of your life in prison for the pleasure of committing an act of violence or are you capable of committing suicide when you are no longer able to tolerate prison?  If you choose to ignore making these two decisions forthrightly, the third alternative is that you will be fed Haldol or Thorazine for the rest of your life while someone else has custody of your body because no matter how sly and crafty you believe you are there are 2 million men in prison that says the odds of your being caught is excellent.  All you have to do is ask Mr. John Wolfenbarger, and Mr. Dennis Lincoln, 27, of Michigan and Mr. Rodney Eric Broadway, 23, of Tennessee. 
Read The Career Rapist National Institute of The Study of Violence,  

Read Interview Nicholas Yarris by Catherine Wise Communication Director Pennsylvania Prison February 13, 2004

See website www.nickyarris.com

