                                                The Right to Vote

          In Volume One, Chapter One of  "The Deadliest Moment" we mentioned in order for women to gain sovereignty they must have the right to vote.  The right to vote insures an individual custody of their body.  

          The right to vote and to hold public office is the most important right held by a person in any country.  This right allows people to assemble and determine their own destiny.   Women throughout the world have paid a great price to earn the right to vote so when you do not vote because you were too busy or have something better to do you disrespect the efforts of millions of women who fought for this right.    Please visit the websites below to learn more about women and voting and those countries that allow women to hold public office.  Did you know it was not until 1988 that women living in Arizona were given the right to hold public office?  Prior to 1988 state statutes required all state officeholders to be male. The right to vote also allows women to demand their country establish provisions for safe reproductive healthcare services and gives women the legal right to protest living and working conditions. 

 Please read the article posted on the Internet regarding the International Women's Day.  Also read Modern History Sourcebook: Jane Adams: Why Should Women Vote: 1915.  Below is a list detailing the year various women were given the right to vote.  Take a close look at the list and think to yourself of all of the countries trafficking in women and children.  Year after year thousands of females are brought in this country to replenish the number of females that will be used as prostitutes and cheap labor.  The persons running these enterprises are males.  The person benefiting from the sale of women and female children are male.  The persons running the countries where these women are coming from are males.  China is the one country that has unequivocally spoken out against the sell of women and children.  Their laws require a person be put to death when found guilty of the enslavement of women.  China's executions are public: 

Before 1900 the only women who could vote lived in New Zealand

In 1906 Women in Finland could vote

In 1913 Women in Norway could vote

In 1917 women in the Netherlands and Russia could vote

In 1918 women over 30 could vote in the United Kingdom

In 1919 women in Germany, Sweden and Czechoslovakia could vote

In 1931 women in Spain could vote

In 1932 women in Brazil could vote

In 1934 Turkish women could vote in national elections

In 1941 Indonesia granted suffrage to women

In 1945 women in France, Italy, Japan and Vietnam could vote

In 1948 women could vote in Israel.

In 1952 women in Greece could vote

In 1953 women in Mexico could vote

In 1961 women in Paraguay could vote

In 1961 women in El Salvador could vote

              and throughout  Latin America 

In 1963  women in Iran could vote

In 1966  women in Jordan could vote

In 1971  women in Switzerland could vote

We do not know if the women living in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia have been given the right to vote.  

Source: http://www.womeninworldhistory.com/factLesson4.html, Selected Suffrage Facts
Winning the Vote in National Elections  http://www.feministcampus.org/sam6_Action.asp
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